
From the Presidentôs table saw... 

Hello everyone, welcome 

back to school.  I hope you 

found  the time this sum-

mer to finally smell that 

cup of coffee, relax rejuve-

nate and  enjoy lifeôs sim-

ple pleasures without the 

bells! As your association 

closes the book on last 

school year, I would like to 

highlight the accomplish-

ments of our members:  

 

Thanks for an awesome 

78 th  CTEA Spring Con-

ference held once again 

at Central Connecticut 

State University. Thanks to 

the conference committee 

members: Jim Brochinsky -

Conference Chair, Camille 

Westfall -Student Expo 

Chair, Jenn Caffrey -

Workshop Coordinator, 

Cheryl Reynolds -Exhibitors 

Chair, Dan Grenier -  CEU 

Coordinator, Paul Hoffman, 

Past President -Registration 

and Membership, Ralph 

Riello -Communication 

Chair, Frank Gregorio -

Exhibitor Coordinator, 

Chris Prytko -Registration 

Table, Greg Kane -Master 

of Ceremonies, Jerry Ste-

vens -President. Also, 

thanks to CCSU for their 

sponsorship of this event. 

The continued support of 

Dean Z. Kremins from the 

School of Technology al-

lows us to access the fa-

cilities at minimal expense 

which enables us to hold 

this event.  

 

Thank you to the executive 

board for all of their hard 

work and commitment to 

our members. Our current 

board has grown to 14 

members. We are always 

looking for innovative 

ideas; please consider 

becoming an active board 

member.  

 

Workshop Opportunities 

were successful as evident 

by the high attendance. 

My son, Jared, and I at-

tended the 2 day 

SEAPERCH workshop at 

Groton Navy Base. It was 

an incredible experience to 

assemble and then race 

our underwater robots and 

get on channel 8 news to 

promote our organization. 

Other workshops held 

throughout the year in-

cluded: VEX Robotics, 

GLAD (Green Literacy & 

Architectural Design) and 

Hovercrafts. These were 

reported to be excellent as 

well.  

 

Please continue to send 

your suggestions for future 

workshops so that they 

may be relevant to your 

situations and of interest 

to you.  

 

For next year our priority 

will be to continue to serve 

our active members :  

 

Newsletters -Paper copies 

of the CTEA Newsletter will 

ONLY be sent to active 

members.  Electronic cop-

ies will be posted on the 

CTEA website 6 months 

after mailing.  

 

CTEA workshops -CTEA 

active members will pay a 

reduced registration fee 

for participation and will 

have the option to register 

before non -members.  

 

Issuing CEUôs -  Active 

members attending CTEA 

events will be issued a 

CEU certificate.  

 

Teacher of the Year and 

Program of the Year 

Recognition  

 

Electronic Communica-

tion  -CTEA Members re-

ceive an electronic alert of 

all CT Education Commit-

tee hearings etc. Active 

members will receive email 

newsletters from other 

state associations. All ac-

tive members will be en-

couraged to join the CTEA 

Facebook and the CTEA 

website.  

 

Congratulation to Dan 

Grenier who is our Presi-

dent -Elect and will serve 

with me next year in 

preparation for assuming 

the role of CTEA President.  

 

Best wishes é. 

Jerry Stevens  

CTEA President  

gstevens@monroeps.org  

www.cteaweb.org  
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I was very pleased with the workshops that I attended 

at the CTEA Conference. I know the time and effort it 

takes to prepare and present a workshop, as I have 

presented once before.  

Two resources I could immediately use were:  

ñWord Cloudò 

http://www.wordle.net  

Create Stunning Slideshows for Free  

http://www.animoto.com  

I encourage you, the members of CTEA, to consider 
presenting at next years CTEA conference. I also en-

courage you to write me an article of about 200 words 

about what cool projects are going on in your school.  

 

I was pleased to attend the Hovercraft Launch at River 

Park in Hartford. I was impressed at the quality of the 

hovercrafts and the ability of the students to safely race 

them so fast. That is just one of the many types of pro-

jects that use the 21rst century skills mentioned at our 

conference and that needs to be showcased at our 

schools for all to see. It is our responsibility to educate 

all stakeholders about the good things we do in our 
classroom to prepare our students for the future.  

 

Behn Sikora  

Newsletter Editor  
behn.sikora@gmail.com  

Connecticut Technology  
Education Association  

 

Visit us on the web  

www.cteaweb.org  

 

 

We are on Facebook  

Just search Organizations  
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In order to keep our students ex-

cited about our wood projects we 

try to update our project every 

few years.   Having seen students 

at Middle School of Plainville suc-

cessfully make pens on a lathe, 

we decided to try to adapt that 

project to a mass production for-

mat.  After making a few pens 

and pencils ourselves to get famil-

iar with the tools we tried it out in 

our middle school.  

 

This project relies heavily on 

products purchased from Penn 

State Industries who has a com-

prehensive catalog of pen turning 

supplies (though other companies 

including Woodcraft sell similar 

products).   

 

For our production run we used 2 

lathes (one for turning, one for 

sanding and polishing), 2 mandrel 

set ups, a pen blank squaring 

tool, a chisel set, and wood blanks 

(Rosewood and Padouk) and as 

many Slimline 24kt gold plated 

pen /pencil kits needed for the 

number of students in a given  

class.  Always plan to do at least 

one extra pen/pencil and case per 

group, it is a given that at least 

one will get destroyed in the proc-

essing.  For the cases we used İò 

thick basswood, a 12ò Dewalt 

chop saw, a Jess -em router table 

and fence set up with a 5/8ò 

round box core bit, 2 bench top 

drill presses, along with table top 

belt and disc sanders. Again the 

brand name isnôt as important as 

the functionality of the tools.  

 

The objective was to have a mass 

production style assembly line 

activity that would involve 6 -8 

student workers for 5 -6 days.  

The project supports our 8 th  grade 

Social Studies curriculum explor-

ing the Industrial Revolution, in-

terchangeable parts and Connecti-

cutôs manufacturing history.  The 

final output would be a hand 

turned wooden pen or pencil with 

a presentation case for each stu-

dent.  In the pilot run all students 

left with a pen or pencil and case 

set and left behind examples for 

me to show future groups which 

proved the projectôs viability.  

While the pieces fail to live up to 

true interchangeability (a good 

teachable moment), the pens and 

cases were similar enough that I 

had students pick numbers  from 

a  box and even the last student 

to pick got a nice looking pen/

pencil and case.  

 

This project involves a good 

amount of teacher prep, particu-

larly the gluing (with 15 minute 

Epoxy) and inserting the brass 

tubes inside the wooden blanks as 

well as squaring the blanks before 

turning.  It is also possible to fab-

ricate your own wooden pen 

blanks with proper tooling and to 

save some money.  We hope to 

be able to make some of these 

tasks part of the assembly line in 

the future, though for speed and 

safety sake having the teacher do 

these operations initially is the 

way to go.  

 

After our successful pilot run this 

winter we plan to make this our 

mass production project for all 

200 of our 8 th  graders next year.  

While the cost per student will be 

a bit higher than past projects ($4

-$5  each) we feel this is a good 

capstone middle school project 

and worth the expense.  Similar 

pens and cases can be seen sell-

ing at craft and art shows for $15 -

$20 so students can feel proud of 

making a truly special project that 

will make a fine gift or keepsake 

for years to come.  

Submitted by:  

Steve Patarini  

Andy Benson  

Griswold Middle School  

Rocky Hill, CT  

stevenpatarini@yahoo.com  
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